
Not sure about you But I know 
I can tell when summer is 
over; you have to watch out 
for those big yellow vehicles 
with the flashing red lights.  I 
hope everyone had a fantastic 
summer because I know I did. 

Sorry I missed everyone at the 
Ray’s game last month but at 
the time the game started I 
was on a plane headed to 
Ireland for vacation.  Hope 
everyone had a great time.  I 
am waiting to hear from Rob 
how the evening went. 

One of the things I love about 
traveling to other countries is 
to see how plumbing and me-
chanical systems are done.  
About 13 years ago I was for-
tunate enough to work on a 
project in Ireland and learning 
about the different type of 
plumbing fixtures they use 
was fascinating, a little weird 
but fascinating.  The urinals 

do not use flush valves or any 
type of individual flushing 
mechanism.  They incorporate 
a tank with a float, similar to 
our tank toilets.  When the 
tank fills up and reaches the 
top, it flushes 3 to 4 urinals, 
pretty green if you ask me 
(and yes I am a geek for tak-
ing photos of plumbing fix-
tures).  Also you can see the 
piping is exposed and it is 
stainless steel with compres-
sion fittings, even the copper 
is assembled with compres-
sion fittings.  Two of the 
plumbing fixture leaders in 
Ireland and the UK are 
Armitage Shanks (styles simi-
lar to American Standard) and 
Shires (styles similar to 
Kohler).  There are many oth-
er differences between plumb-
ing abroad and the USA, so 
keep an eye out for further 
information over the next few 
months. 

Our next dinner meeting will 
be October 9th at the Double-
tree Hotel Tampa Westshore 
Airport, 4500 West Cypress 
Street, Tampa.  Our program 
line-up this year looks really 
exciting and hopes to follow up 
on a few of the panel discus-
sions last year.  Please keep an 
eye open for what our VP Tech, 
Ed Zastudil has in store. 

Next month, October also is the 
ASPE 2012 Convention in Char-
lotte, NC.  Did you know.. 
 ..that you can earn almost 

all of the CEUs needed for 
your CPD recertification by 
attending the 2012 ASPE 
Convention and Exposi-

tion?  That’s right: full reg-
istrants can earn up to 
16.75 contact hours by 
taking full advantage of the 
technical education pro-
gram and exposition. 

 ..that the Exposition por-
tion of the event is free.  
You can learn all about the 
new products and technol-
ogies offered by more than 
300 manufacturers for just 
the cost of travel. 

The official website of the 2012 
ASPE Convention and Exposi-
tion is www.aspe.org/expo.  
Check it often, as new infor-
mation will be continually post-
ed as the event draws closer. 

And as a reminder, if you have 
never been to a convention, 
there is an excellent incentive 
this year, 1st timers will get 
50% their registration.  Wow, 
how can you beat that, if you 
are interested please contact 
me and I will get you all the 
information. 

Looking forward to seeing you 
at the October meeting. 

Cheers 

Curt 

Curtis Ray, CPD 
Phoenix Engineering Group  
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Why are manhole covers round instead of square? 

 

A round manhole cover cannot fall through its circular opening, 
whereas a square manhole cover could be turned diagonally and 
fall through. Circular manhole covers are also easier to place back 
into original position, and do not need to be rotated for alignment.  
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Oct 9, 2012 
Topic: Value Engineering 

Nov 13, 2012 
Topic: Sarasota Memorial Hospital Tour 

Dec. 11, 2012 
Topic: Buy-American 

Jan.8, 2013 
Topic: How to Size a Hot Water Recirculation System 

Feb. 12, 2013 
Topic: Sizing & Selecting Control Valves 

Mar. 12, 2013 
Topic: Compressed Air Systems 

Apr. 9, 2013 
Topic: Proper Fixture Selection 

May 14, 2013 
Topic: Permit Drawings DO’s & DON’Ts 

June 11 2013 
Topic: TBD 

V.P. Technical Ed Zastudil, PE, CPD, FASPE 

TENATIVE 
TECNHICAL 
MEETING 
LINEUP 
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V.P. Education 
Hope everyone is having a great summer! Looking forward to seeing everyone at our West Coast Florida Chapter month-
ly meetings starting on Oct. 9th, 2012. 

 

Just a reminder for those who need to keep up with their CEU’s or would like to further thier Plumbing knowledge in 
numerous topics refer to the following opportunities at the 2012 ASPE Convention and through ASPE education opportu-
nities: 

 

Convention Education … 

We are getting closer to the 2012 Convention and Exposition and you 
can find out everything you need to know about the educational ses-
sions, speakers, exhibitors, special events and keynote speaker in our 
new Convention brochure.  Just click here to access it. 

 

There will be six educational tracks plus a track for the tour of the 
Charlotte Pipe & Foundry.  Numerous topics will be presented under 
the following track headings: 

Fire Suppression & Advanced Technologies 

Emerging Technologies 

Professional Management 

(continued on next page) 

Tim Collins, CPD 



Efficient Healthcare Facilities Design 

 

CEU’s will also be awarded to every-
one attending these sessions including 
the tour of the Charlotte Pipe &   
Foundry.  To register for the Conven-
tion and Exposition, just click here. 

 

 

Educational Opportuni-
ties… 

You can earn CEUs by successfully 
completing our Read, Learn, Earn 

quizzes.  The former PS&D CEU pro-
gram remains the same and quizzes 
are good for one year which means 
you can earn 1.2 CEUs each year by 
successfully passing each quiz.  The 
quizzes can now be   submitted online 
for instant pass/fail        notification. 
More information on this program can 
be found in the   current issue of    
Plumbing      Engineer in the “ASPE 
Report” section. 

 
PowerPoint Programs: Fuel Gas; 
Venting; and Sanitary Drainage   Pro-
grams are available to the Chapters 

for the rock bottom cost of $50 each.  
Information on these programs can be 
found in the Officers section on the 
ASPE website under the  Membership 
tab. 

 

Online Education: There are over 15 
educational programs to choose from 
so just go to the Educational Pro-
grams & Tools tab on the ASPE web-
site or click on the link above. 

 
Archived Webinars: There are over 20 

Who invented the shower? 

 

While rudimentary showers can be 
found throughout India, Egypt and 
Mesopotamia, the first real shower 
was invented by the Greeks around 
300 B.C. Ancient Greek athletes 
would freshen up within the Stadi-
ums using a piped in water supply 
that would spray down through 
showerheads shaped like the faces 
of boars and lions.  

Education continued…. 

Did you know???? 

Online Education: There are over 15 
educational programs to choose from 
so just go to the Educational           
Programs & Tools tab on the ASPE 
website or click on the link above. 

 

Archived Webinars: There are over 20 
archived webinars to choose from that 
can be viewed 24/7 by anyone. 

 

“Ceu’s woll also 
be awarded to 
attending these 
sessions including 

the tour of 
charlotte pipe & 

foundry” 
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Affiliate Liaison 
The west coast chapter of ASPE would like to thank their generous sponsors for their continued support throughout this year:  So far 
we have as our sponsors, Specified Sales-Platinum, Suncoast Sales-Gold, and Canariis-Silver.  The support these companies have 
given us is a big part of our success.  There are 
plenty of sponsorship opportunities still available 
however and with your companies support we 
could take our ASPE chapter to the next level!.  A 
sponsorship with ASPE is much more than just 
handing over a check, it is a great opportunity.  As 
a sponsor there are many benefits which include: 
You will receive a whole page add in each of our 
monthly newsletters that is distributed throughout 
the plumbing community for our area.  Your sup-
port will help you gain prestige and position with 
our plumbing engineer members.  Your company 
will be placed at the forefront of the plumbing de-
sign, engineering and contracting professions of 
the Tampa Bay area! 

Richard Little, Principal of Specified Sales was 
quoted as saying.. “being a sponsor has been a sound business decision and has become a no brainer for me.  This program has not 
only assisted me in growing my relationships with local engineers, it has also helped me keep my finger on the pulse of things which 
has been invaluable.” 

If you are interested in learning more about the sponsorship program please contact an ASPE board member at our next meeting 
Tuesday, November 8th 2011. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Jim Rice 

PLACE YOUR ADD 
HERE 
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There, I fixed it! 
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By: Rob Shorey 

2012 — Baseball Outing with ASRAE 

2013 — Clay Shoot w/Central Florida Chapter 

2013 — Golf Outing 

Inexpensive advertising is available in the Wes Coast Florida 
newsletter.  These rates are good for one year (10 issues min-
imum). 

If you are interested in placing an advertisement with us, 
please complete the “Newsletter Agreement” located in the 
back of this newsletter. 

Rates are as follows: 

 Full Page ................. $300.00 

 1/2 Page ................ $175.00 

 1/4 Page ................ $100.00 

 Business Card ........ $75.00 

Should you need more infor-
mation or have any questions, 
contact Curtis Ray @ 813-931-
0108 or curt@phoenixeng.us. 

Chapter Activities Report Advertising Rates 

Membership Report Rich Little 

 September 2012. 

 

 After our summer break our current roster is at 45 members. 

I hope everyone is looking forward to the new year that the chapter 
board has planned.  Next month starts the ASPE convention in Char-
lotte, next month.  I am looking forward to an information packed 
event and an opportunity to mingle with piers from around the engi-
neering community. 

 

Celebrating ASPE anniversaries this month are: 

 

Todd Rebahn  1 year 

Larry Carder   3 years                                          

Chuck Futch     6 years 

Gregor Gramlich  6 years 

Rick Tuck   8 years 
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I had one of those days recently where 
I thought absolute nothing could go 
right. One of those days that makes 
you want to just curl up in the fetal 
position and stare into the middle dis-
tance. Ok well maybe not that ex-
treme, but it was pretty terrible   
nonetheless.   

 

When I got home I decide to go for a 
walk along the waterfront near vinoy 
park in Saint Petersburg. If you are 
not familiar with the area it’s a large 
stretch of parks right long the shore of 

the bay.  This was one 
of those moments where 
you start thinking about 
the grand scheme of 
things.  I was letting a 
few bad things that hap-
pened during my work 
day have effect me not 
only during work hours 
but it started to have an 
effect on how was at 
home.  I realized I was 
looking at the bad 
things that happened 
the wrong way.  I   re-

membered what Seneca, 
a roman philosopher 
said once ““No tree 
stands firm and sturdy if 
it is not buffeted by con-
stant wind; trees that 
have grown in a sunny 
vale are fragile. It is 
therefore to the ad-
vantage of good men, 
and it enables them to 
live without fear, to be on 
good terms of intimacy 
with danger and to bear 
with      serenity, a for-
tune that is ill only to him 

Gregs Moment of Sanity 

Seneca 4 BC – AD 65  

who bears  it ill”   

 

I think that’s an important lesson for all 
of us. The adversity we have all had over 
the last few years  serves to make us all 
more complete and stronger individuals. 
When bad things happen we need to stop 
harping on the stress it causes. We need 
to realized that they are nothing but an 
opportunity for us to grow.  
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We all need to remember this mantra when 
we are about to lose it. “It’s just plumbing”  
What we do outside of work is what defines 
us as human beings. Be the best person you 
can and don't sweat the small stuff.  I hope 
all of you have a great weekend and of 
course…..GO KNIGHTS!!!! 

 

 

On a lighter note college football is off to a great start this year. 
While teams like Florida state were busy beating up powerhouses 
the first 2 weeks, Alabama was surprisingly making Michigan look 
like Sister Mary’s school for the blind. I think its going to be tough 
this year to beat them and my early prediction is that we see an Ala-
bama/ USC matchup in the national championship. Sadly my be-
loved knights were manhandled as expected by the Buckeyes and 
hope to rebound against the tradition filled and historically im-
portant FIU Panthers.  Gotta love that C-USA action!   

 

One of the biggest question marks in my opinion is where will the 
Gators end up. With a lack of experience at QB they will have a 
tough time of it in the SEC, but with their depth of talent and athlet-
icism I think they will still have a mildly successful year.  If you have 
any comments please email me @ Zurnone@gmail.com and I will in-
clude them in the next newsletter. 

 

Have a Great Weekend, 

 
Greg 
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Chapter Board of Directors 

 

PRESIDENT 
Curtis A Ray Jr., CPD 
W-(813) 931-0108 
C-(813-477-5850 
curt@phoenixeng.us 
 

 

V.P. TECHNICAL 
Edward T. Zastudil, P.E, CPD 
C-(941) 966-6460 
Ezast123@aol.com 
 

 
V.P. LEGISLATIVE 

VACANT 
 

V.P. MEMBERSHIP 

Richard Little 
W-(813) 621-0700 
C-(813) 781-5187 
richard@ssafla.com 

 

TREASURER 

Robert J. Shorey Jr., CPD 
W-(813) 637-0110 
C-(813) 395-3704 
rob.shorey@tlc-eng.com 

 

CHAPTER AFFILIATE 
LIASION 

Jim Rice 
W-(813) 621-0700 
C-(813) 267-5833 
jrice@suncoastsalesllc.com 

 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
CHAIR 

Robert J. Shorey Jr., CPD 
W-(813) 637-0110 
C-(813) 395-3704 
rob.shorey@tlc-eng.com 

 

V.P. EDUCATION 

Tim Collins 
W-(727) 784-1472 
thcfl@msn.com 

 

Secretary 

Kevin Woods 
C-(813) 943-2847  
kwoods@symmons.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Greg Palmer 
W-(813) 621-0700 
gpalmer@ssafla.com 




